EPI 218 Final Project (Not a Lab)

Research Database and Data Collection and Management Plan
Parts A and B due 9/17/2014, send to ucsfdbclass@yahoo.com

A) Share your research study database with your section leader, or if feasible, send your section leader a de-identified copy of your database.  This can be a database that you are currently using or will use for a research study.  If you are currently using the database, you can share it (e.g, on MyResearch) or make a copy and de-identify the study subjects.  If you are unable to share your database or package it in a in a file to email, you can work out another way to review it with your section leader.
We prefer real (de-identified) data, but will accept realistic test records.

If you are not planning or doing a study that involves primary data collection, and you are doing secondary analysis of data collected by someone else, obtain the data collection forms used in the original data collection and use them to set up a new database (including an on-screen data collection form) that you would use for a follow-up study.  Or if the study’s original data collection system is still running (e.g. on your mentor’s desktop), you can just demonstrate it for your TA.

Required: Data collection forms.  Part A of your final project should include at least one on-screen data collection form.  Most of you will create your own on-screen forms using Microsoft Access or REDCap, but you may demonstrate on-screen forms created by someone else.  A Qualtrix survey counts as an on-screen form.

Access mdb or accdb file: If your database contains any identifying information, you can share it with your section leader on MyResearch or another secure location.  Alternatively, make a copy and delete any identifiers with meaning external to the database and email to your section leader.  NO identifying information may be sent by email.   Make sure to compact and repair your database.  Then place it in a zip archive.  This will make the database file smaller and easier to send as an attachment to the course email above.
SurveyMonkey Database: Send us the link to your survey and we will fill it out.
REDCap Database: Make your section leader, “josh_senyak”, and “mkohn” users on your database.  Please check the “User Rights” box, so we can take ourselves off as users in a few weeks.  Important: In your Part B write-up, please provide the exact name of your REDCap project.
QuesGen Database:  Make us users with admin privileges.  

Filemaker Pro: Same as Access database above.
Other: We will work with you to arrange a way for us to review your database.
B) Submit a one-page data management section for your research study protocol or a one-page description of your current research study database.
At the beginning of your assignment, for the readers, briefly describe your study, including design, predictors, outcomes, target population, and sample size.  (1 or 2 sentences).

Important: If you are using REDCap, please provide the exact name of your REDCap project.
Optional: Include with your assignment a relationships diagram showing the structure of your study database.  This is especially easy if you are using Access because it has a built-in relationships diagram.
Required Elements of the Data Management Protocol

The elements of a data management protocol or database description were covered in lecture and include:

· General description of database
· Specify platform (Access? Filemaker Pro? QuesGen? REDCap? SurveyMonkey? Other?)
· # of tables and how they are related (optionally, include a relationships diagram*)

· Data collection and entry (with reference to the on-screen data collection form included in Part A).

· Make sure to specify who will collect the data. (You? RAs? MDs? Will the subjects enter the data themselves?)  

· Also, specify how the data will be collected.  (Written onto a paper form and then transcribed into a computer file? Entered directly into the computer?)
· Error checking and data validation

· Reporting (e.g. NIH Report)

· Analysis (e.g., export to Stata)

· Security/confidentiality

· Administration/Back up

Extra Credit:  Include a budget or cost estimate for data management.
Due 9/17/14, send to ucsfdbclass@yahoo.com
Instructions for Creating a Field List and Relationships Diagram in Access

Option 1: Use the Access Documenter

Open your Access database

For a field list:

On the menu, choose "Tools" --> "Analyze" --> "Documenter"

Click on the "Tables" tab and check the table you want.

Under "Options -- Include for Fields" choose "Names, Data Types, and Sizes"

Click "OK" and the field list for that table will appear as a report.

"File" --> "Export" to an rtf file.

Edit the file with Word.

For a relationships diagram:

On the menu, choose "Tools"-->"Relationships"

"File" --> "Print Relationships"

"File" --> "Print"  (I always print to "Adobe pdf")

Option 2: Screenshots

Have both your Word document and your Access database open at the same time in different windows.

Get the Access object that you want on your computer screen, e.g. the table in Design view.

Click "Ctrl-Print Screen" (This puts the screen image in your paste buffer.) Click at the insertion point in your Word document and choose "Edit"--> "Paste"

