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To:
Participants in Epi 202, the Summer 2015 Designing Clinical Research Workshop

Welcome to Epi 202! This e-mail contains some information about the course, your first assignment, and information about citation management software classes.  

COURSE INFORMATION

You can find out more about the course on the course website: http://www.epibiostat.ucsf.edu/courses/schedule/clin_research.html.  You can find it easily if you just Google "Epi 202."  Here's a little summary emphasizing what you need to know now.

We will meet for the first class in Byers Auditorium (Genentech Hall, Rm 106) on the Mission Bay campus on Tuesday, July 28, with a lecture at 9:00 AM, then small groups on the first and second floor of Mission Hall (Global Health and Clinical Sciences Building, 550 16th St, SF) from 10:10 AM until noon.  The course will continue for a total of 7 Tuesdays from 9:00-12:00, July 28 through September 8.  Then you will finalize your protocols, turn them in by September 15, and those not in the Advanced Training in Clinical Research (ATCR) or Masters degree in clinical research programs will have the option to review them in pairs or trios with a faculty member on September 29, October 6, or some other mutually agreed upon date.  (ATCR and Masters students review their protocols in Work in Progress sessions during the fall quarter.)


FIRST ASSIGNMENT, TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE July 28:

· Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Designing Clinical Research, 4th Ed, by Hulley, et al, available at Amazon.com, etc.  The 4th edition has some good new stuff in it and is prettier than the 3rd edition, but if you have the 3rd edition or can get one cheap, you'll do OK.  

· Read the Survival Guide for Generalist Physicians in Academic Fellowships. Part 1: Getting Started (Saha S, et al., J Gen Intern Med 1999 Dec;14(12):745-49; available at link above or on the course website).  The parts about mentoring and selecting projects are particularly relevant.
· Identify and meet with your research mentor to discuss possible research questions.
· Choose a research question that you might want to design a study to answer.   Bring a one-sentence version of that research question to class on July 28.  (Ideally, this would be a study you will actually carry out this year.) Note that secondary data analyses offer excellent opportunities to beginning investigators, but they are not ideal for this workshop because most of the design decisions have already been made (unless you pretend that you are designing it afresh and create a hypothetical study).  Other designs that may be excellent projects for you, but are not well suited for this course, are cost-effectiveness analyses and meta-analyses, animal studies, and basic science (bench) research.  
· Use PubMed to do a literature search, and write a 1/2- to 3/4-page “Significance” section for your research question with an adequate set of recent references (inserted and formatted with citation management software; see below), and bring this to class too.  If you have not already used citation management software, it is time to start.  We have used and recommended EndNote® for this course for many years, but there are now many less expensive (or even free) other options.  (Note UCSF Students, faculty and staff are eligible for  software discounts at  http://ucsf.onthehub.com; EndNote X7 is only $78 (retail $250) at that site. To help get you started, we have arranged two citation management software classes for students in this class, taught by David Owen of the library, who also is offering individual help with citation management; see below. 
· (Optional) Especially if you are going to take Clinical Epidemiology (Epi 204) in the fall (required for ATCR and Masters students), you may want to borrow or buy our textbook for that course, Evidence-Based Diagnosis (2009, Cambridge University Press) now, because some of the content in that book may be helpful for this course.  

Don’t worry if your ideas about a research question are still a bit vague--that’s normal at this stage.  (This is one of the reasons why you are taking this workshop.)  Finding a good research question can be hard, which is why we get you started on it before the course begins.  Your clinical experience, reading, mentor and colleagues are essential ingredients for developing your ideas.

Check out the course website at http://www.epibiostat.ucsf.edu/courses/schedule/clin_research.html (or just Google "Epi 202") where you will find materials for this course.  You can also Google "UCSF TICR" to find more about our Training In Clinical Research (TICR) courses given this summer and throughout the year.  

For administrative questions, contact Olivia Deleon (olivia@epi.ucsf.edu).  For questions about the syllabus or E-section mechanics, contact Clair Dunne (cdunne@psg.ucsf.edu).  For other (e.g., academic questions, feel free to contact one of us.

We look forward to seeing you, homework in hand, on July 28, 2015.

Sincerely,

Thomas B. Newman, MD, MPH, Course Director (newman@epi.ucsf.edu)

Joel Simon, MD, MPH, Course Co-Director (Joel.Simon@ucsf.edu)

CITATION MANAGEMENT CLASSES

The UCSF Library offers online tutorials and free citation management software classes.  Most of the information from the tutorials and classes is focused on EndNote, Refworks and Zotero, but there is some information on Mendeley and Papers as well.  We have scheduled two EndNote classes for students taking the DCR course.  To register, go to the UCSF Library website (www.library.ucsf.edu) and look under Upcoming Classes.  Click Full Schedule if you do not see them.  Then click on the class you want to register.  Because enrollment is limited, you should sign up soon.  In addition, David Owen, the instructor for these classes, has offered to provide DCR students with individual assistance.   

You can book appointments into his calendar directly at this link: 
http://guides.ucsf.edu/c.php?g=101034&p=831958
More information on citation management software : 

http://guides.ucsf.edu/aecontent.php?pid=579948&sid=4786322.
Citation management classes:           

 

Getting Started with EndNote (Windows) Parnassus:

Classroom LC231, July 23rd, 1:30-2:30
Getting Started with EndNote (Mac) Mission Bay:

Classroom CC151, July 24th, 1:30-2:30
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