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DCR Homework Assignment Guidelines

1.  Include your name in the document at the top.

2.  Save the document as a Word file with a filename like LastnameHW3.

3.  SPELL OUT all abbreviations the first time you use them, even ones that everyone in your specialty knows.  In addition, keep abbreviations to a minimum.  It makes your writing much more readable.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.   Please adhere to recommended length limits.   Do not cheat by using narrow margins or a smaller font; all of our assignments are designed for a standard 8.5 × 11" page with 1-inch margins and 12-point font.  This is out of respect for the limited time of your section leaders and also because it is good practice for you to figure out what is most important to include when space is limited.  

I just Googled to see if a quote I'd heard attributed to Mark Twain was really his. (See http://quoteinvestigator.com/2012/04/28/shorter-letter/
Apparently it was first written Blaise Pascal:

I have made this longer than usual because I have not had time to make it shorter.

But also relevant is this anecdote published in 1918. Woodrow Wilson was asked about the amount of time he spent preparing speeches, and his response was illuminating: 
 
“That depends on the length of the speech,” answered the President. “If it is a ten-minute speech it takes me all of two weeks to prepare it; if it is a half-hour speech it takes me a week; if I can talk as long as I want to it requires no preparation at all. I am ready now.”
5.  If you have questions, explanations, or other messages for your section leader, please put them at the top of the HW, not just in the email to which the HW is attached.  (They do not count against your page limit.)  This will make it easier for your section leader to respond.


6.  If you are doing a study in a group of patients with some disease X (e.g., scleroderma), then X is an inclusion criterion for the study, not a predictor variable!  It can only be a predictor variable if you have some people without X in the study to compare the X patients with!
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