Center for AIDS Prevention Studies 

Community Advisory Board 

The Center for AIDS Prevention Studies has conducted collaborative and community-based research since its inception in 1986. Throughout CAPS existence many of the studies conducted by CAPS investigators have had study-specific Community Advisory Boards to provide feedback and input on the research protocol, materials, consent procedures, and dissemination strategies for the specific study. The CAPS-wide Community Advisory Board was established in 2000 to serve a broader purpose. Its goal is to maintain a channel for community input into CAPS’ research agenda, provide information about new community trends, concerns, and resources, and to assist CAPS to develop effective methods for reaching community stakeholders with our HIV prevention science. The CAPS CAB is charged with the following:

•
Providing CAPS leadership and Principal Investigators feedback regarding CAPS internal processes and on the annual portfolio of research

•
Alerting CAPS investigators to community issues and hot topics in HIV prevention

•
Suggesting future directions for research

•
Posing questions to help sharpen the direction of research projects

•
Acting as ad hoc reviewers for proposals before they are funded

•
Assisting in developing science to community dissemination and outreach strategies

•
Prioritizing topics for pilot study funding

CAB composition

The CAPS CAB has approximately 15 members. CAB members are from the Bay Area and have expertise in a range on topics and populations.  CAPS CAB members will be asked to serve for an initial one-year term, with the option of CAPS inviting people to serve a second year. CAB members will be compensated $93.75 for each full-CAB quarterly meeting.

Structure

The CAPS CAB meets quarterly for a three hour evening session.  The CAPS grant from National Institute of Mental Health, along with each of the CAPS Cores (departments) will be presented, as well as panels on multiple studies, according to topic.  The CAB can also request presentations about research areas for the CAPS staff to convene. A portion of each agenda is developed by the CAB. The CAB is co-chaired by Pamela DeCarlo of the Technology and Information Exchange (TIE) Core. 

Would you like to join us?

If you are interested in serving on the CAPS Community Advisory Board please complete the attached letter of interest and return it to CAPS. If you have questions about the CAB please feel free to contact one of the CAB co-chairs, Daniel Bao or Pamela DeCarlo. Daniel can be reached by email at danielbao@speakeasy.net or by phone at (510) 865-6691. Pamela can be reached by email at pdecarlo@psg.ucsf.edo or by phone at (415) 597-9360. We’re looking forward to your participation and input.

