Video 4: Study Guide on Participatory Research

How does community based participatory research differ from the traditional research model? What are the key elements that distinguish research done at a community from that which is done with a community?

What does the community partner get out of participatory research versus what the researcher gets out of this relationship?

How does participatory research influence (a) the relevance of the research question? (b) the rigor of research studies?  and (c) the reach or impact of study results? 

What resources might be made available to you as a researcher with a participatory partner that might otherwise be unavailable?

What are some of the challenges and risks of conducting participatory research with a community partner? How do you think it might influence your ability to publish your work? How do you think if might influence the perception that you are an objective investigator? How do you think it might influence your ability to derive funding for your work? 

What strategies might you use in conducting participatory research to ensure that you are able to overcome these challenges? How might you navigate this with a community research partner? How might you use outside experts and researchers to ensure you are remaining objective?

What are the defining characteristics of a community research partner? What is similar and different about community partners in a defined geographic area vs stakeholders/advocates for a policy issue vs information brokers vs  policymakers themselves? 

What about the academic culture supports or undermines the ability to do participatory research? What about academic culture and expertise makes you an attractive partner and what about your academic role makes you a less attractive partner?
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