Medical Informatics, Winter 2016

Epi 206 Final Problem Set
February 9, 2016
Due:
Monday, March 7, 2016, at 5 pm. E-mail to ida.sim@ucsf.edu. 

We will be discussing many non-traditional aspects of clinical care and clinical research in this class. You will have many ideas, reactions, and insights relating to your own research work and clinical experiences. In this final problem set, you will apply all you’ve learned to develop a “version 2.0” of your research plans. 
Write-up Length: 2 pages [total 20 points, out of 45 total points for the class]
1. Your current research project and approach [2 points]
a. What is the broad long-term goal of your research? I.e., how will the world be better if you succeed at your research? 
b. Briefly describe your research question(s) and your current research approach. 

2. Drawing from all lectures, discussions, and materials, describe how you could modify your research in at least one of the following ways, and describe why these modifications would enhance your research’s value and importance [15 points]
a. Asking new questions, or framing your research question in a new way
b. Taking a new approach to answering your question
c. Developing or accessing new data sources
3. What are the major barriers to what you proposed in response to Question 2? Consider the scientific, informatics, and sociotechnical barriers, as well as barriers related to your own expertise levels and career path. [3 points]
4. [Optional] What can UCSF do to help you: 
a. overcome some of the barriers in your answer to Question 3?
b. to effectively incorporate informatics and digital health technologies into your research program?
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