
Lecture 1:  Systematic Review Part 1:  Designing a Systematic Review
Thursday, MARCH 31, 2015
Required Reading:

· Lecture syllabus for Lecture 1 (attached)
· Bent S, Shojania, K, Saint, S. The use of systematic reviews and meta-analyses in infection control and hospital epidemiology.  Am J Infect Control. 2004;32:246-254. (A general overview of the 8 steps involved in conducting a systematic review).
Optional Reading:

· Chapters 2,3,4 & 5 in Systematic Reviews in Health Care. Editors Egger, Smith, Altman. BMJ Publishing Group, 2001. (procedures, problems, search strategies, and quality rating in systematic review).
· Moher D, Liberati A , Tetzlaff J, Altman DG. Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses: The PRISMA Statement. (describes standards for conducting and reporting systematic reviews).
· Stroup DF et al. Meta-analysis of Observational Studies in Epidemiology: a Proposal for Reporting. JAMA. 2000;283:208-212. (describes standards for conducting and reporting systematic reviews of observational studies).
· Jadad AR et al. Assessing the Quality of Reports of Randomized Controlled Clinical Trials: Is Blinding Necessary? Controlled Clinical Trials. 1996;17:1-12. (A commonly used quality rating tool for evaluating randomized controlled trials).
· Hayden JA et al. Evaluation of the quality of prognostic studies in systematic reviews. Annals of Internal Medicine. 2006;144:427-437. (A quality rating tool for evaluating prognostic studies).
Objectives Lecture I:

1. Be aware of the 8 steps used to conduct a systematic review.
2. Learn detailed information about the first 6 steps: 

a. Research question

b. Protocol

c. Search

d. Study selection (applying inclusion/exclusion criteria)

e. Evaluating study quality

f. Data Abstraction
3. Receive instructions regarding preparation of a protocol for section.
