Section 1:  Homework
Due:  Thursday, APRIL 7, 2016 by 1 PM

Note: Please submit this homework electronically by e-mailing to 
systematicreviews2016@gmail.com
Please format in a Word document, put your name on the document, and title the file: lastname.hw#.doc (e.g., smith.hw1.doc)

Also, please note that this section will begin with an interactive session discussing the concepts and challenges of writing a protocol to conduct a systematic review (40 minutes) followed by a lecture from Min-Lin Fang, UCSF librarian, on optimal use of search tools to identify studies for a systematic review (30 minutes). 

Section 1:  Developing a Protocol for a Systematic Review

Homework for section 1:  You may choose to write a very brief systematic review protocol about a topic of interest to you, or, if you have no topic in mind, you may use the clinical scenario described below to guide you in developing a draft protocol. THE GOAL of this exercise is to help you become familiar with the elements and general organization of a systematic review protocol so that you could write one on your own, if and when you decide to perform this type of study.

1) Write a 1-2 page protocol. You may use the suggested format (next page) to help in organizing your protocol.

Please note: Because we have not covered statistical issues, your protocol should NOT include information about a planned statistical analysis (i.e., no information on calculation of a summary estimate, assessment of heterogeneity, assessment for publication bias, or subgroup/sensitivity analyses). Also, you are not expected to develop a data abstraction form. We will discuss data abstraction forms in section.

(Sample clinical scenario if you do not have your own topic):
A 28 y.o. woman is 8 weeks pregnant and has decided to have a therapeutic abortion.  She has had pelvic inflammatory disease (PID) in the past and is concerned that a therapeutic abortion may put her at risk of having PID again.  You decide to conduct a systematic review of the topic to determine if there is a means to decrease the risk of pelvic inflammatory disease among women undergoing therapeutic abortions.  

2) If you chose to use the PID example above, please read the articles in the syllabus labeled "A" and "B" to learn more about the topic area to assist you in writing a protocol. (You do not need to read studies C and D).  

If you would like to take notes on your homework, please bring a hard copy to class (and remember to e-mail an electronic copy to the address above prior to class).

Suggested Elements to Include in a Systematic Review Protocol

1.
Research questions:  define all research questions prior to analysis
· Primary objectives
· Secondary objectives (subgroup analysis)
2.
Background:  give a brief rationale for conducting the systematic review as well as clinical importance of research question.

3.
Methods:  
a.
Search strategy:
b.
Inclusion/exclusion criteria
c.
Quality assessment
d.
Data abstraction (describe the type of data that will be abstracted, but do NOT develop a form).
e. Analysis Plan (not required for this exercise)
4. Potential impact of findings
