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Quiz questions based on reading 
https://www.dentalethics.org/coursematerial35.htm, Jennifer King, 
Informed Consent: Does Practice Match Conviction?, Journal of the 
American College of Dentists, 2005, 72(1), 27-31.



“The need to obtain consent is an ethical 
principle and legal requirement in health 
care that must be applied in dental 
practice.”   

True or False? 

True



“Before giving their consent competent adults 
must have appropriate information that they 
understand so that they are free to decide for 
themselves whether or not to accept a particular 
treatment.”   

True or False?

True



“Before touching someone else, it is morally 
important to ask for their permission.  This 
respects patients’ privacy and their rights as 
human beings to be in control of what happens to 
any part of their own body.”  

True or False?

True



“Observation of dentists in the clinical setting 
suggests that they do not have a systematic 
approach to obtaining consent and that patients 
are often told what is going to be done rather than 
asked.”    

True or False?

True



Which of the following are component stages in 
the process of obtaining consent?

A. Making introductions
B. Exploring the problem
C. Outlining treatment procedure and options
D. Explaining risks and benefits.
E. All of the above

All of the Above



Which of the following are component stages in 
the process of obtaining consent?

A. Explaining cost and time involved
B. Inviting questions and checking 

understanding
C. Reaching agreement
D. Obtaining explicit consent
E. All of the above

All of the Above



Honesty/Ethics in the Professions-
How do Dentists Measure Up?







What’s the Legal Risk?
• Duty-
“The dentist owes his or her 
patient that degree of skill, 
care, and judgement possessed 
by a “reasonable” dentist.

• Breach of Duty-
“The breach of the duty owed is 
a negligent action defined as 
failing to do something that the 
ordinary, prudent person would 
do or conversely doing some-
thing that the reasonable and 
prudent individual would not do 
in the same or similar 
circumstances.”



What’s the Consequence?

Malpractice (Legal)

55% Treatment 
28% Oral Surgery
24% Restorative 

17% Diagnosis 
8% Failure to Consult
6% Lack of Informed Consent

Disciplinary Actions (Boards)

25% Monetary/Restitution
17% Probation
16% Reprimand/Censure
4% Resignation/Retirement
4% Substance Abuse Tx



Definition of “Ideal” Treatment Plan
• What is the definition of ideal treatment, 

as you have learned?



Determining What’s in the Best 
Interests of the Patient



How to Gain Informed Consent
“Although the dentist ultimately is responsible for 
recommending a course of treatment, the patient 
would not be expected to know and understand all of 
the factors to be taken into account in the process.” 

“To fulfill this duty, the dentist must disclose all risks 
and benefits or the proposed treatment, including any 
complications that might reasonably be expected to 
occur, any alternative (including the alternative of no 
treatment) to the proposed course of treatment, and 
the risks and benefits (if any) of non-treatment.”  



Case Study- Middle Aged 
Women “Second Opinion”



Look in the mouth!
Diagnosis Driven Profession!



Putting it all together
Robust Work Up



Perfect Patient 



Perfect Patient- Tx Plan 



Putting it all together
Prevention and Maintenance



Putting it all together
Advanced FGP/AEGD



Frame of Reference



Case Study- 2011 “Aunt Ruth”
Octagenarian



Case Study-2016 “Aunt Ruth”



Case Study- Tx Plan “Aunt Ruth”



Case Study- Mr. K 92 yr old from San 
Diego-Venture Capitol Scientific Advisor



Case Study- Mr. K 92 yr old



Case Study- 20 yr old male



Case Study- 20 yr old male
12K tx plan



Common Themes from Case Studies?

Rational for a Systematic Approach?
Risks, Benefits, Costs and Alternatives?
Oral Health Status
Outcome
Put teeth in 3 piles

Keep, Extract, ???
Phases of Care
Prevention and maintenance
From no treatment, minimally invasive, ……









Case Study-Group Exercise



Case Study
Small Group Exercise 



Tx Plan After R, B, C and A



Questions?
Comments?


