Epi 245 - Assignment 3: Making a Case for the Implementation Gap
In Assignment 2, you’ve selected two theories or frameworks and sought to apply them to your implementation problem.  In this assignment, take the work you have done to date and formulate it into a three paragraph document.  The first paragraph is problem statement, the second is your assessment of the literature and the third can be a either aims (if you are pursing an application-type document) or a paragraph describing what you will do (if you are preparing more a manuscript-type document).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This exercise is meant to ask you to go from an “analysis” of the problem to a particular “diagnosis” of the problem.  In other words, the theories/frameworks help you analyze the gap, but here we want to deepen our understanding of the problem, and then and the settle on a more specific formulation of a reason for this implementation problem. 
For example, if in your gap analysis providers are not motivated to do a certain activity, you could ask yourself why and also identify evidence for this claim.  This will require digging through medical and behavioral literature.  There are likely to be many problems issues related to yours, both inside of and possibly outside of health care that will help support your statement.  For example, you might be interested in getting doctors to do less CAT scans.  Are there established studies on getting doctors to order less radiological studies? To order less testing in general?  What are the explanations that these studies have come up with?  Is there a particular consensus on the issue?  Is there a reason to think that the consensus has a hole in it?  Answering these questions is likely to make your diagnosis stronger. 
Also, drawing a DAG and refining it through this process may be useful.  


