Session 1:
Introduction to Evaluation/Purpose of Evaluation/Describing the Program

September 19, 2013

Lecture:  Janet Myers 

Learning Objectives:

1. Define program evaluation and understand how evaluation can support program planning, implementation and accountability.
2. Explore the key terms and concepts associated with program evaluation.
3. Describe program theory and program logic
4. Identify elements of program theory/logic in selected case studies.

Required Readings:  

1. Weiss, Carol. Evaluation. 
a. Chapter 1, “Setting the scene” and 
b. Chapter 2, “Purposes of Evaluation”
c. Chapter 3, “Understanding the Program”
2. W.K. Kellogg Foundation Logic Model Development Guide
3. American Evaluation Association Guiding Principles for Evaluators (http://www.eval.org/Publications/GuidingPrinciples.asp)

Optional Reading:

1. Rossi, Chapter 1. 

Case studies:

1. AETC Example (in class)
2. MARC, IMPAACT or Kiosks in EDs 
Homework Assignment – Due September 26th

For students who are using a known or active project as their “case” for discussion, identify the goal/s, objective/s and activities associated with the program’s plan.  If you want to use a logic model to do this, that’s fine.  Identify the goals, assumptions, target population, inputs and resources, activities and outputs of the program or project.  

For students who are not using their own project, identify for either MARC, IMPAACT or Kiosks, the program logic or theory, goals, assumptions, target population, inputs and resources, activities and outputs of the program or project.  

