Lab 3: Dependency ratios; mortality and standardization


1. Calculate three dependency ratios for both sexes combined for the most recent year of data (Total Dependency Ratio, Youth Dependency Ratio, and Aged Dependency Ratio). Use the data in the excel sheet on CLE called “Population by Age Box Sexes.” Show your findings in a table. Answer the following questions: 
a. Describe the trends in youth, aged, and total dependency ratios in your two countries
b. Which country has higher levels of dependency today? 
c. In each country, which contributed more to the total dependency – the youth or aged? 
d. How could dependency ratios be improved as measures? 

2.  Calculate the age specific mortality rates (ASMR) and the crude mortality rates (CDRs) for both sexes combined for your two countries for the most recent data. 
a. Graph the ASMRs against age for both sexes combined for both countries on the same graph.
b. Describe the similarities and differences between the two countries in the age pattern of mortality. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Use direct standardization (use one country as the standard, and apply the other countries rates to it), make a table comparing the adjusted and unadjusted mortality rates and describe how/if this changes your interpretation of the comparison of the rates in your two countries. 
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