Welcome to Epi 218 Database Management Systems for Clinical Research!
Database Management Systems for Clinical Research begins on Thursday, 2 August 2018 from 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM in Mission Hall Room 1400. For information on getting to Mission Hall, please view this page: http://ticr.ucsf.edu/courses/Mission_Hall/MissionHallLocation.html
8:30 – 9:20 am 	Lecture
9:30 -10:20 am 	Lab (Bring your laptop!)
Assignment
Please note the required reading and problem assignment due PRIOR to the beginning of class. 
Required MyResearch and REDCap Accounts
The course labs require a MyResearch and REDCap account from UCSF Academic Research Systems (ARS). All registered students in EPI 218 should receive an email from ARS (via DocuSign) asking you to fill out an online attestation form in order to activate your MyResearch and REDCap account, unless you already have an account, in which case, you will still receive a “Welcome” email with instructions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]MyResearch provides (over the internet) a remote Windows desktop with Microsoft Office Professional (including both Excel and Access) among other useful applications.
· Windows 7 Users  Requires the VMware Horizon View Client. Installation instructions are available from ARS:  https://myresearch.ucsf.edu/myresearch is included in the “Welcome” email.

· MAC and WIN 10 Users  The “Welcome” email will include instructions to install the Microsoft RDS client.
Once you have received your MyResearch username and password, please try to log in. Additional instructions will be provided separately.  Both the VMware Horizon View Client and the RDS client for Apple Macintosh computers are freely available. This course does not require you to have a Windows computer.  
Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Access, and REDCap
While you will ultimately need a MyResearch account for the REDCap labs, you can get through the first lab on Thursday 8/2 using Microsoft Excel installed on your personal computer.  The following Thursday, 8/9, we will begin a series of 2 REDCap labs, followed by 3 labs on the Relational Model and SQL using Microsoft Access.   Microsoft Access is part of Microsoft Office Professional (but not Microsoft Office Standard). It does not run on the Mac OSx, but as mentioned above, it is accessible to Mac users via their MyResearch accounts. You could also run it locally on your Mac using Boot Camp, Parallels, or other Windows emulation software, but then you need to have Access, Office Professional, or Office 365 installed on your computer. 
Taking the Course Online
The course website says that EPI 218 can be taken entirely online.  This is true.  The lecture videos are posted on Thursday afternoons; the lab sessions are optional; the assignments are submitted to an online portal (UCSF's Collaborative Learning Environment); and the EPI 218 instructional team will have online office hours and be available by email.  However, troubleshooting problems with MyResearch, Excel, Access, and REDCap is much easier during the in-person lab sessions than via a screenshare during online office hours.  We strongly recommend attending the in-person lab sessions.
See you on Thursday 8/2! 
Michael A. Kohn, MD, MPP
Professor
Epidemiology and Biostatistics
