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Background: Little is known about older women’s preferences for human papillomavirus (HPV) testing. We conducted in-depth interviews with older women from diverse backgrounds about their preferences for HPV and Papanicolaou (Pap) testing after listening to a brief introduction to the principles underlying HPV testing and cervical cancer screening.
Methods: We conducted in-person interviews with 866 older women (257 White, 87 African-American, 149 Latina, and 372 Asian) who had not previously undergone hysterectomy.  Women were interviewed about their preferences for HPV and Papanicolaou (Pap) testing after listening to a brief introduction to the principles underlying HPV testing and cervical cancer screening.
Results: The study sample consisted of 257 White women, 87 Black women, 149 Latina women, and 372 Asian women. After listening to a brief introduction, 548 participants said they wanted to be tested for HPV, and another 165 would undergo testing if recommended by their physician. Among those wanting to be tested, 514 would want more frequent than annual Pap tests if they had a positive HPV test and a normal Pap test.  Among those under age 65, 106 would be willing to get Pap tests once every three years if they had a negative HPV test and normal Pap test. Of those aged 65 or older, 40 would be willing to discontinue Pap tests if they had a negative HPV test and normal Pap test. Preferences varied by ethnicity, age, place of birth, and cancer history. 
Conclusions: Sixty percent of participants said they wanted to be tested for HPV, and another 15% said they would undergo testing if recommended by their physician. There is insufficient understanding of preferences for HPV testing in older women.

