Epidemiology 212: Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research
Course Director: Alison Huang
Spring, 2019

Objectives

Design and execution are the first steps of a research project; publishing and disseminating the results are its culmination.  This course is designed to introduce students to the core knowledge and skills necessary to: 
· Prepare research abstracts for competitive submission to scientific meetings as well as for full-length research manuscripts;
· Create concise, effective, and engaging oral and poster research presentations for scientific conferences;
· Develop the critical content and structure of the introduction, methods, results, and discussion sections of a research manuscript;
· Present research data effectively in table and graphic form in order to highlight the most important findings of their research;
· Navigate the manuscript submission and review process, both internally with co-authors and externally with a journal;
· Develop strategies for writing about science for public audiences via press releases, opinion/editorial pieces, and other perspectives approaches

Prerequisites

Participation in the Advanced Training in Clinical Research (ATCR) certificate or master’s degree in clinical research (MAS) program, and completion of the Designing Clinical Research course (Epi 202). 
Faculty

	Course Director:

	Alison Huang, MD, MAS, MPhil
Phone: 415-514-8697
e-mail: Alison.Huang@ucsf.edu 

	Instructor:

	Carolyn Gibson, PhD
Phone: 415-221-4810, x24773
e-mail: Carolyn.Gibson2@va.gov, carolyn.jo.gibson@gmail.com

	Guest Lecturers:
	Vivek Jain, MD, MAS
e-mail: Vivek.Jain@ucsf.edu 

	
	Louise Aronson, MD
e-mail: Louise.Aronson@ucsf.edu  

	
	Margot Kushel, MD
e-mail: Margot.Kushel@ucsf.edu

	Chief/Deputy Journal Editor Panelists:
	Andrew Bindman, Health Services Research
Rita Redberg, JAMA Internal Medicine
Alexander Smith, Journal of the American Geriatrics Society
Julie Ann Sosa, World Journal of Surgery
Paul Volberding, Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes



Course sessions

Course sessions, which will include lectures, interactive course presentations, and panel discussions, will take place every other Tuesday from April 9 through June 4 from 3:00 pm-4:30 pm in Mission Hall Room 1400, with the exception of May 21 (the journal editor-in-chief panel discussion, which will take place from 1:15 pm to 2:45 pm).

Course materials 

All course lecture and session materials will posted on the course CLE web site:
 [https://courses.ucsf.edu/course/view.php?id=5574]

Textbook and Readings
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research. Baltimore: Lippincott Williams and Wilkins, 3rd edition, 2012 (available from multiple commercial sources)
Second edition is substantively similar to the 3rd edition, with used editions available for purchase at a lower cost.
Electronic version of this edition can be borrowed from the UCSF Library (only one copy out at a time)
Additional readings will be posted directly on the course CLE web site.
Assignments/Homework

This course involves three required assignments, all designed to prepare scholars to prepare their own research abstracts, manuscripts, and presentations for scientific/clinical audiences. 

There is also an optional assignment directed at sharing research results or perspectives on research with the public.

Assignments should be uploaded electronically onto the course website, using the “Upload Assignment” links provided in each module on the course syllabus website. 

Please note that, consistent with TICR-wide policy, late assignments will not be accepted. Assignment upload links are configured so that assignments cannot be uploaded past the due date and time.

Assignments for each session are due by noon on selected class dates. Feedback will generally be provided by the date of the following class (i.e., approximately two weeks later). If assignments are not submitted on time, no feedback will be provided.

Each assignment should consist of a Word or PPT file, as appropriate. The file should contain the student’s first and last name and the assignment #, to ensure that each student gets credit for completing the assignment.

Grading

Grades (satisfactory/unsatisfactory) will be based on timely submission of the homework assignments. 


Please see the next page for an overview of the course session dates, topics, speakers, readings, assignments, and associated due dates.

 Course Overview

	Date and Topic
	Speakers
	Required Readings
	Assignments

	April 9 – 3 pm to 4:30 pm

Introduction to the Course

AND

Preparing Research Abstracts: 
Few Words, Big Impact

	

Alison Huang
	

Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research, 3rd Ed, Chapters 1 and 2
	

Assignment #1: A research abstract prepared according to the guidelines of a meeting of a professional or scientific society (along with a description of any abstract format guidelines)– due by noon on April 23.

	April 23 – 3 pm to 4:30 pm

Grace Under Fire: 
Oral and Poster Presentations

AND

Good Beginnings: 
the Introduction and Methods 
Sections of the Manuscript
	

Alison Huang
	

Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research, 3rd Ed, Chapters 3, 4, 11, 12


	

Assignment #2: The title and ~3-paragraph introduction for a manuscript based on a research project that you are conducting or have recently completed– due by noon on May 7.

	May 7 – 3 pm to 4:30 pm

Research Results:
the Visual Display of Data

AND


Good Endings: the Discussion Section of a Research Manuscript


	

Vivek Jain





Alison Huang


	

Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research, 3rd Ed, Chapters 5, 6, 7, & 8
	

Assignment #3: A table and a figure, presenting the same data in two different ways, accompanied by text to summarize the findings and describe their implications – due by noon on May 21.


	May 21 – 1:15 pm to 2:45 pm
                (Note alternate time)

Running the Gauntlet: 
the Manuscript Review Process

AND

Editor-in-Chief & Deputy Editor Roundtable
	


Alison Huang

Andrew Bindman,
Rita Redberg, Alexander Smith, Julie Ann Sosa, Paul Volberding
	


Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research, 3rd Ed, Chapters 10 and 13
	




	June 4 – 3 pm to 4:30 pm

Being Newsworthy: Sharing Your Study Results with the Lay Press

AND

Public Medical Writing: Communicating about Research with the Public, Policy Makers, and Funders

	

Margot Kushel




Louise Aronson
	


	
Optional Assignment #4: A draft thought piece, perspective, narrative, or op-ed article related to your research.




