
Assignment 6
· Read Chapters 12, 13, 15, and 16 of DCR-4.  Also Read Chapter 14 if you’re not taking our online ethics course (Responsible Conduct of Research).
Note: We recognize there is some overlap between the assignment this week and material in Epi 218.  It is OK to use the same data collection form and data dictionary for both courses.
· Bring 1 page of a data collection form.  Create a data collection form you’ll use for your study.  If your main study is a secondary data analysis, then do this exercise for your other study.  You can either draft your form from scratch, or tailor/modify an existing one (e.g., if you can get one from your mentor that’s relevant for your study).  Just turn in 1 page, even though your complete instrument will probably be longer.  Focus on visual appeal and clarity of the questions, using tips from Chapter 15.  This exercise will be most helpful to you if you pick a few items with which you are having trouble.  
· Create a corresponding data dictionary.  Create a data dictionary for the variables that appear on the single page of your data collection form.  (Choose no more than 5 variables; select some different types of variables, if possible.)   The data dictionary should include: variable name, variable label (a longer, more descriptive name), variable type (binary, integer, real number, string of length X, date), allowed values, value labels or coding (e.g., 0=No, 1 = Yes), and notes (optional additional information about how the data for this variable will be collected that you want kept handy).

· Write ½ - ¾ page data management plan for your study.  Create a data collection and management plan for your study.  You will undoubtedly be storing your study data on a computer in one or more data tables.  Address the following issues: 

· If you are administering a questionnaire, will the subject fill these out, or will a trained interviewer?

· Will you be using paper forms to collect exam and test data?  If so, how will you get the data into your computer?

· If you are using on-screen forms, how will you create these forms?  Access, REDCap, SurveyMonkey or another application?

· Will data be stored on a secure server?  If not, how will you use encryption or remove all Protected Health Information (PHI)?

· As usual, bring a paper copy of your writing to Small Group on Tuesday, and turn in revised version by Wednesday at Midnight
· Optional: Do DCR-4 exercises 12.2 and 12.3 (if you’re doing a diagnostic test study) and Chapter 16 exercises (if you’re not taking Epi 218 on Database Management Systems).
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