[bookmark: _GoBack]Lab 3: Mortality and standardization


1. Looking back at your graphs from last week, Do you think that there might be any tempo effects due to changing mean age at childbirth in your countries? What is your evidence?

2.  Calculate the age specific mortality rates (ASMR) and the crude mortality rates (CDRs) for both sexes combined for your two countries for the most recent data. 
a. Graph the ASMRs against age for both sexes combined for both countries on the same graph.
b. Describe the similarities and differences between the two countries in the age pattern of mortality. 
c. Now calculate the ASMR for each sex separately for each country and make two graphs, one for each country, showing each sex’s rates separately. Does this give you any more nuanced information about trends in your countries? What do you see? 

3. Use direct standardization (use one country as the standard, and apply the other countries rates to it), make a table comparing the observed and expected deaths and describe how/if this changes your interpretation of the comparison of the rates in your two countries. 
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