Epi 228 Measurement Theory and Practice
Fall 2018

Homework #3

I. Exercise Objectives

To solidify understanding of the material covered in the first half of the course by systematically reviewing published studies assessing validity and reliability of well-established data collection instruments.
  
II. Exercise Questions

1) Review Beck Depression Inventory-II instrument.
2) Read two articles below evaluating performance of this instrument.
· Arnau, R., Meagher, M., Norris, M. & Bramson, R. (2001). Psychometric evaluation of the Beck Depression Inventory-II with primary care medical patients. Health Psychology, 20 (2), 112-119. DOI: 10.103W0278-6133.20.2.U2

· Visser,M., Leentjens, A. F. G., Marinus, J., Stiggelbout, A. M., & van Hilten, J. J. (2006). Reliability and validity of the Beck Depression Inventory in Patients with Parkinson’s Disease. Movement Disorders, 21. 668-672. doi:  10.1002/mds.20792
3) Summarize your understanding of the results of these published studies by answering the following questions: 
a. Define the phenomenon of interested for which this instrument was created.
b. Describe the main domains/ concept(s) of this phenomenon.
c. Briefly introduce the history of the instrument, i.e. when and where it was developed, utilized, updated.
d. Provide short descriptions of the operational definitions of the main concept(s).
e. State how many items are in the instrument, sections, etc.
f. Describe differences/ similarities between the two references in terms of study sample and settings.
g. Review validity assessments of the instrument in the two references.
h. Report and compare estimates of reliability of the instrument in the two references.
i. Summarize contextual issues of the two references which could have influenced the results of validity and reliability assessments of the instrument with regards to:
i. Population characteristics
ii. Cultural context (include any translations)
iii. Research goals
iv. Instrument administration issues
4) Present your conclusions with regards to validity and reliability of this instrument based on the two references.
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