[bookmark: _Toc447081163]Introduction and Overview to the Assignments
During the course, students should develop several sections of an implementation science study protocol or proposal.  The research protocol should be of an implementation intervention that seeks to close the gap between a particular area of evidence and practice.   Specific and more detailed instructions for each of the sections enumerated below will be distributed separately.   An overview, however, of the sections follows. 
1. Problem statement: identify and quantify an implementation gap
2. Behavioral diagnosis: formulate a gap analysis, using frameworks such as Consolidated Framework for Implementation Research, the Theoretical Domains Framework and others[1, 2].
3. Intervention conceptualization: propose an intervention to address the gap.  One example of an exercise will be to systematically examine each action domain in the Behavioral Change Wheel for relevance to the gap described [3].  We will explore other approaches as well. 
4. Intervention conceptualization: further examine the intervention proposed.  Use Proctor’s framework for specifying implementation strategies to dissect both intervention components and hypothesized mechanisms [4].  Apply REAIM to understand potential impact [5].  
5. Study design: formulate a study design and sample from a population.  Use Curran’s typology of designs in addition to typical study design considerations [6].  Use Proctor’s framework of implementation outcomes to conceive of implementation outcomes to measure [7].  
6. Approach: articulate a measurement plan for the intervention implementation, to understand fidelity as well as mediators of effects, and for implementation outcomes as well as process and health status outcomes.  Include use of mixed methods and articulate the specific use of mixed methods using Palinkas’ framing [8]. 
7. Approach: Formulate an analysis plan, accounting for clustering, time trends and other issues as needed. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Before the lecture, students prepare a written paragraph addressing one piece of the proposal.  At times the instructors will distribute templates to “fill in” in addition.   Procedurally, the written assignment will be given on each Thursday. We would like students to post the paragraph on the course website before the following Tuesday.  Between Tuesday and the next Thursday students will review the assignments of two other students.  On that following Thursday, lecture will cover a new topic but small group will cover the material in lecture the week before and posted and commented on earlier in that week.   
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