Epidemiology 239 – Spring 2019

[bookmark: _Toc447081164]Assignment 1 – Identify a gap between evidence and practice: the problem statement
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the course of the quarter, we would like the students to identify a specific instance of a gap between clinical knowledge and routine practice and use the tools from this class to understand why this gap exists and propose a method to overcome this gap.   
In this first assignment, please identify and implementation gap of interest and write a paragraph about it.   Specific questions to address in thinking about a gap include:
a. What is the evidence for the efficacy of the clinical intervention that is under (or over) -utilized? 
b. Do professional bodies, guidelines or other normative bodies support the use of this intervention? 
c. To what extent is this evidence-based practice underutilized?  Is this intervention being used in some settings but not generally?  Is it available only to some patients defined by socio-economic status, geography, insurance type?  Alternatively, the gap between evidence and practice could be “overuse” of a practice without clear efficacy.  In this case, you can describe how much it is overused.   
d. What are the health status consequences of this failure to use this intervention?  In terms of morbidity and mortality? In terms of economic productivity?  Educational attainment? Costs? 

