Epidemiology 239 – Homework 

This week we are learning about qualitative methods following sessions on research design and intervention conceptualization.   For the homework this week, I think we will take a slight detour, and do something which may be easy for some of you and harder for others – but hopefully of some use for all. 

Please design a qualitative interview guide to understand the mechanism of effect (both intended and unintended).  Please come up with three questions, and then explain in each case what you intend the questions to get at.  Note that in this case, I’m going to ask you to start with the desire to use some of the frameworks for understanding implementation and implementation interventions to guide the development of the questions. 

For example, in the START-ART trial, we used interviews to understand how the training and coaching change ART uptake.  Although we conceived of the intervention as purely supply side (targeting provider behavior), we realized through interviews that there was an unanticipated mechanism of effect as well.  Specifically, peer educators heard about the re-calibrated ART initiation thinking from formal health care workers, and disseminated the expectation that ART can be started quickly in the community, which led to a change in demand as well.  Qualitative studies helped us to understand how the expected change occurred (which as immediate implications for generalizability).  When interventions fail to produce intended effects, qualitative methods are equally useful for understanding why.  

All of you have interventions pretty well formulated, but not executed!  At this point, imagine that you will use qualitative methods to understand the intervention effects.  You can use any of the frameworks that we have discussed to structure the guide (and please do comment on that).  You can try and assess what kinds of actions were taken, how they influenced the action targets, how the actions targets influenced behavior. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I anticipate that this homework might generate a fair number of questions.  Please don’t hesitate to email or contact myself, Matt, or Emilia.  


