
Assignment 7
· Read Chapters 17 and 19 of DCR-4.  Also look through Chapter 18 if you haven’t already.
· Watch the following recorded lectures (links in the Syllabus): This week’s lecture is optional.

· Lecture 7 (Pletcher) – Using Electronic Health Record Data for Research

· Obtain and read a real grant application from your mentor.  Ask your mentor if you may look through one of her grant applications or a grant application of one of her previous mentees (e.g., a K grant) to get a sense of what is involved.  (It is better, but not required, if the proposal was funded.) What was the funding agency for that application?  If you will be applying for funding, try to look at a proposal from the same or a similar agency. Be ready to comment in class on generic similarities and differences between the application you review and your own protocol.

· Assemble a complete draft of your 5-page protocol.  You are about a week away from the deadline for your Final Project 5-page protocol, and this week is your final opportunity to get feedback in a small group session.  Using the template on the course website (with any reasonable modifications you’d like to make), assemble a complete draft of your 5-page protocol.  Include and edit down the pieces of your protocol that you have been working on in your homework assignments for the last seven weeks.  One of the big challenges will be editing this document down to 5 pages, given that your homework assignments by themselves, if assembled end-to-end without editing, will most likely greatly exceed 5 pages.  You’ll need to decide which expanded discussions are most important and relevant for your project, and which are less important and can be pared down or eliminated.  You will probably also want to add a section on Ethical Considerations (if you are doing a prospective study, particularly), Statistical Approach (beyond just the sample size justification), perhaps a note on Budget (see Template).  Please note our strict 5-page page limit, as well as our formatting requirements for all DCR Homework Assignments!  As a reminder, these are listed below:
- Standard 8.5”x11” pages

- 1 inch margins

- 12-point font

Do not exceed the 5-page limit.  You can use additional pages for a reference list and clearly labeled appendices (e.g., forms, measurement protocols), but as with grant applications, these extra sections will probably not be read very carefully.  We will also expect careful attention to formatting, spelling, grammar, and other document “hygiene”.  As you assemble your document, you will likely think of additional questions that you haven’t yet resolved…bring one to discuss!  See below.
· Bring <1 page pretesting plan.  Create a plan for pretesting your study.  If your study isn't suitable for pretesting (e.g., you are doing a secondary data analysis), you can either create a plan that might have been reasonable before the study was started, or go back to the alternative study you designed for Session 4.  Your plan may include several phases in order to address the issues of recruiting subjects and developing an operations manual that describes how you will be making measurements.  Be specific about such things as where the subjects for the pretest will come from, how many of them there will be (and how you picked this N), what you will do with them, and how you will use the results of the pretest.  If there are parts of the pretest that you can get started on this week, do so!
· Bring <1 page unsettled issue discussion – your choice!  As you get ready to submit your final 5-page protocol, perhaps there are some loose ends or unsettled issues about which you would like to get some additional help from your colleagues or section leader.  Choose ONE such issue, summarize it with a succinct question, and include up to 1 page of additional information that explains the question and your thoughts about possible answers.  For example, maybe your research question has changed, and you'd like help checking a new sample size calculation.  Or maybe your study design has changed and you want to make sure the data you plan to collect will answer your research question, so you'd like feedback on a new 1-page outline.  Your question could also pertain to your alternate study design, if you’d like.
· As usual, bring a paper copy of your writing to Small Group on Tuesday.  However, for this week’s assignment, you should NOT turn it in – your small group leaders will not be providing feedback on these.
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