Course Title: Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research

Course Number: Epidemiology 212

Spring 2013
A. Objectives

Design and execution are the first steps of a research project; presenting the results, at a meeting or in a journal, is its culmination. The objectives of this course are to provide a detailed understanding of: 

· How to prepare abstracts, manuscripts, and poster/oral presentations;

· What belongs in each section of a manuscript;

· Managing the review process, both internally with your co-authors and externally with a journal

· Final Project: By the end of the course you will have drafted the constituent parts of an actual or fictional poster (or slide presentation) that you will or could submit to a major professional meeting in your field of study 

B. Prerequisites

Participation in TICR or MAS program. Designing Clinical Research (Epi 202) and possession of a M.D., Ph.D., D.D.S. or Pharm.D. or equivalent doctoral degree. No exceptions.

C. Faculty

	Course Director: 
	Amy J. Markowitz, J.D.
Phone: 415-307-0391

e-mail: amymarkowitz@gmail.com

	
	


Guest Lecturers:
Warren Browner, MD, MPH

 Phone: 415-600-1400

e-mail: warren@cpmcri.org

Richard Grant, MD, MPH
e-mail:  richard.w.grant@kp.org
D. Lectures: Tuesdays: All lecture materials will posted on the course Web site: www.epibiostat.ucsf.edu/courses/schedule/publishing.html

E. Textbooks

Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research. Baltimore: Lippincott Williams and Wilkins, 2nd ed., 2006.

F. Homework and Grading

Weekly assignments are due prior to the start of each class (including the first class), via e-mail to amymarkowitz@gmail.com. Please note that late assignments are not accepted. 
Please place your surname and the assignment # in the subject clause of the e-mail, e.g., Markowitz HW#1. Also be sure that the filename of your assignment contains your surname and the assignment #.

 Grades (satisfactory/unsatisfactory) will be based on homework (50%), class participation (25%), and the final project (25%). 

G. Syllabus.

All reading is in the textbook. Each assignment should be e-mailed to Ms. Markowitz prior to the start of each class period, for possible projection during class (with your prior permission). 

This course will work best if you bring in material that you are currently working on, or have recently completed. If you do not have material, you will need to “fake it”: for example, for week 1, you will need to write the 3-paragraph introductory section to a manuscript, perhaps describing the “results” of the study that you designed in Designing Clinical Research. If necessary, ask to "borrow" data from your mentor or a colleague so that you've got substrate to work with. For week 2, you will submit an abstract, prepared according to the actual guidelines of the annual meeting of a professional society in your field - either one you are planning to go to this year, or that you're likely to attend in the future. Following is the schedule of lectures and assignments: 
	Week
	Reading
	Assignment

	April 8 (Course overview, The Writer's Algorithm, manuscript intro, and drafting abstracts)
	Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research 

Chapters 1, 3, and 14
	SUBMIT PRIOR TO CLASS VIA E-MAIL WITH YOUR SURNAME AND HW#1 IN THE SUBJECT CLAUSE (amymarkowitz@gmail.com) 

The title of a manuscript (or presentation) that you have completed or are working on, and the 3-paragraph introduction.



	April 22 (Anatomy of an Abstract: Preparing, focusing, and shortening abstracts; Elevator Speeches)
	Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research Chapters 2, 4, and 11; 
Elevator Speech Materials
	SUBMIT PRIOR TO CLASS VIA E-MAIL WITH YOUR SURNAME AND HW#2 IN THE SUBJECT CLAUSE (amymarkowitz@gmail.com) 

An abstract prepared according to the submission guidelines of the annual meeting of a professional society in your field, and the first one or two introductory slides from its related talk. 

In class we will draft elevator speeches – a 3-minute presentation of who you are and what you do.


	May 6 (Results: The difference between data and information; use of tables and figures)

Guest Lecturer: Richard Grant, MD, MPH
	Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research Chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8
	SUBMIT PRIOR TO CLASS VIA E-MAIL WITH YOUR SURNAME AND HW#3 IN THE SUBJECT CLAUSE (amymarkowitz@gmail.com)
Create a table and a figure, using the same data, from your manuscript or presentation; Discussion of Final Project.


	May 20 (Discussion: persuasive writing to bring home the implications; The sequelae: Managing Reviews)
	Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research Chapter 13
	No homework assignment. 

	June 3 (Preparing and delivering a talk; making slides; dealing with anxiety and questions.)

Guest Lecturer: Warren Browner, MD, MPH
	Browner WS. Publishing and Presenting Clinical Research Chapters 11, 12
	SUBMIT PRIOR TO CLASS VIA E-MAIL WITH YOUR SURNAME AND FINAL PROJECT IN THE SUBJECT CLAUSE (amymarkowitz@gmail.com)
Final assignment due (details will be discussed in class on May 6) 


