Biostat 212: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Can I audit Biostat 212?
No, we have a strict TICR program policy against auditing the course. On the other hand, our course materials (lecture slides and lab worksheets) will be uploaded to the Internet, so you are able to see the materials and work through the problems on your own. However, you would not be able to sit in on classes, watch lectures, or get in-person or online help from the teaching assistants.
What happens if I signed up late for the course?
If we received your late registration request for Biostat 212, you may be able to enroll in the course. There's a small chance you will have to be an "online-only" student.  This means you would not have a seat in the room for lectures or labs, but you will have access to the recorded lectures and online office hours.  We will let you know either way on July 15.
I don’t have the latest version of Stata (Stata 13). Can I use Stata 11 or 12 in this course?
Stata 11 and 12 will work fine for most everything that we will do in the course. One exception, though, may be that earlier versions will not automatically be able to load datasets saved using Stata 13 (such as those posted by the course instructor). However, Stata 11 (and earlier versions) WILL work if you update your Stata with the various updates from Stata.com. 

To update your software, open Stata on a computer that's connected to the Internet, and type:

update all

Once the update is completed, you should be able to open datasets with Stata 11 and Stata 12.

Which Stata is right for me?
Our official recommendation is to buy Stata/SE - see http://www.epibiostat.ucsf.edu/courses/includes/statablurb.html for more details.


Stata/IC ("intercooled" version) is significantly cheaper, and will only limit you if you work with very large datasets. Stata/IC allows datasets with as many as 2,047 variables.
