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Learning Objectives

Understand the purpose of  Scientific Posters

Understand what elements go into a scientific poster

Understand differences between research and QI posters

Review guidelines for creating posters

Understand common mistakes



Guidelines for 
Creating Posters: 
Purpose
‒ Networking tool

‒ Communication tool

‒ Consider your ideal audience
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Guidelines for Creating Posters: Design
‒ Use bullet points to break up text

‒ Use section headers & include all important elements

‒ Limit number of words 

‒ Only include the very essential information, graphs and tables. Keep your story simple.

‒ Mockup a design before you include all the information. 

‒ Make sure it is readable, easy to follow, and there is negative space. 

‒ Include eye-catching graphics and make sure colors go well together 

‒ Consider font size & type. 

‒ Include your contact information & headshot. 



Common 
Mistakes

• Not following the guidelines for the conference
• Slide size isn’t correct
• Using low-quality images or not branding 

appropriately
• Not citing sources
• Not labeling figures/tables
• Including too much text
• Including too much detail in supplemental materials
• Presenting too soon 
• Not including contact information



Process for Creating Posters

Print/Submit Print/submit poster

Final Approval Send to Co-authors for final approval 

Incorporate Incorporate feedback

Review Send to co-authors for review

Draft Draft poster according to conference specifications



Poster Resources
New Poster Design

• How to create a better research poster in less time (#betterposter Generation 1) -
YouTubeHow to create a better research poster in less time (#betterposter Generation 2). -
YouTube

How to present Research

• https://www.equator-network.org/

• https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/05/11/how-to-design-an-award-winning-
conference-poster/

• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1955747/

How to present QI work

• http://www.squire-statement.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.ViewPage&pageId=471

 Poster Templates

• https://www.posternerd.com/sciposters-templates
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