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Learning Objectives

Understand critical 
elements of  an 

Abstract

1
Understand rules of  
thumb for abstract 

creation

2
Explore different 
writing techniques

3
Review poorly written 

and well written 
abstracts

4



Why is an abstract 
important?



Questions to consider 
when preparing your 
abstract

What problem did you study, what is already known about it, 
why is it important, and what were your goals? 
(Background/Aim)

What methods did you use to study the problem? (Methods)

What were your key findings? (Results)

What did you conclude based on these findings and what are 
the broader implications? (Conclusions)

How to Write a Scientific Abstract (wiley.com)

https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/how-to-write-a-scientific-abstract


Rules of  Thumb for Abstract Creation
Dos Don’ts

Be succinct and precise with word choices Include Citations

Catch the reader's attention with a good 
title.

Include Tables or figures

Pay attention grammar, spelling, and co-
authors’ names, degrees and affiliations

Use Abbreviations without defining them

Optimize the searchability of  your abstract 
by including all important keywords 

Use Jargon

If  submitting to a conference, word your 
abstract in a way that allows flexibility 
regarding the full content of  your poster

Structure your abstract so that it does not 
conform to the journal/conference 
structural rules



Example 
of  a poorly 
written 
abstract

tipstoimproveabstract.pdf  (stfm.org)

https://www.stfm.org/media/1711/tipstoimproveabstract.pdf


Example 
of  a Well-
written 
abstract

tipstoimproveabstract.pdf  (stfm.org)

https://www.stfm.org/media/1711/tipstoimproveabstract.pdf


How to prepare an abstract

Identify a target journal/conference

Work with your scholarly Team

Confirm institutional approvals and Draft abstract

Circulate abstract to co-authors

Integrate edits & circulate final draft

When accepted, notify co-authors & send citation
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