Welcome to Epi 218: Data Collection and Management for Clinical Research
Database Management Systems for Clinical Research begins with our first lab session on Thursday, 22 July 2021 from 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM. Although class assignments may be completed without attending a lab session, the labs are valuable and strongly recommended. 

You may attend the first lab session either in-person at Mission Hall or else online. Alternatively, there will be an evening lab session (online only) from 6:00 – 7:30 on Thursday 22 July 2021. 

For online participation, check the Syllabus site for the Zoom URL and password:
https://courses.ucsf.edu/course/view.php?id=8593

Assignments
Please note the required reading, the "Assignment 0" problem set, and Lecture 1, all of which should be completed PRIOR to the beginning of the first lab session. 

Required MyResearch and REDCap Accounts
The course assignments require students to have accounts for REDCap and Research Analysis Environment (RAE) from UCSF Academic Research Systems (ARS). All registered students in EPI 218 should receive an email from ARS (via DocuSign) asking you to fill out an online attestation form in order to activate your RAE and REDCap accounts. (If you already have RAE/REDCap accounts with UCSF, you may use the ones you have.) 

RAE provides online access to Microsoft Office Professional (including both Excel and Access), among other useful applications. Although Access is a PC-only application, Mac users will be able to use the RAE version via the remote connection. (This course does not require you to have a Windows computer.) Once you've completed your attestation, ARS will give full instructions on how to access the RAE from either Mac or Windows 10.

When you receive your RAE username and password, please try to log in at once, so that any technical problems can be solved well before the first assignment.

Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Access, and REDCap
While you will ultimately need your RAE/REDCap account for the REDCap assignments, you can get through the first assignment and lab session on Thursday 7/22 using Microsoft Excel installed on your personal computer.  The following Thursday, July 29, we will begin a series of 2 REDCap labs, followed by 3 labs on the Relational Model and SQL using Microsoft Access.  While some of the Access assignments could be completed using Access installed on your own computer (if you have a Windows machine, or a Mac running a Windows emulator), you will probably find it easiest and most convenient to use Access through the RAE account.

Hybrid instruction
This year we will teach EPI 218 using a hybrid model (mixed in-person and online) for the first time, due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please be patient with us. We are committed to making this class as valuable as ever, with updated lectures and materials, but we expect some false starts.  

See you on Thursday 7/22! 
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