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Report recommends screening all those born between 1945-1970 for Hepatitis C
Hepatitis C is a growing public health risk in Alberta.  People with the disease often do not seek treatment until they begin to experience symptoms of liver failure; when it is too late to be treated with medications and often liver transplants are only option.   With the Health Canada approval of new drugs that essentially cure the disease in 90% of patients, the treatment landscape has changed and now so must the way people with disease are identified.
A report from the University of Calgary Health Technology Assessment Unit recommends the implementation of a provincial birth cohort screening programme for Hepatitis C.  The report considers a variety of types of evidence including how many people are likely to be identified, the costs of the programme, the value, measured in quality-adjusted life years, of the programme, the impact on the healthcare system, the impact on patients, ethical considerations as well as the overall expected impact on the health of Albertans.  Those born between 1945-1970 are targeted because they are the most likely group of people who are infected and do not know.  
Hepatitis C is an asymptomatic disease in an estimated 30% of infected people.  They do not know that they have the disease and so they continue to unknowingly transmit the disease to other people.  A strategic approach to identifying people with the disease will allow us inform people of their infection and treat patients earlier in their disease; potentially before they suffer any liver damage. For the average person born between 1945-1970, all this will require is an additional blood draw as part of the annual visit to your family doctor.  Birth cohort screening has been recommended by other major international public health agencies like the Centre for Disease Control in the United States.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is anticipate to cost an additional $300 million to screen and treat all infected people in Alberta.  
Dr. Clement, director of the HTA Unit is quoted to say “Supported by the research at the HTA Unit, we are proud to say that the ministry of health is making evidence-informed decision to invest money to eradicate hepatitis C in our population. This represents a substantial investment that is likely to result improved population health, increased quality of life of patients and cost savings to the healthcare system. ”

