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Translating Evidence into Policy
Homework #4: Stakeholders and Information Brokers 
Christina Mangurian, MD

Policy Stakeholders

In this assignment, I’m focusing on policy stakeholders regarding the idea of expanding the scope of practice of psychiatrists in community mental health clinics to prescribe medications to treat metabolic abnormalities of antipsychotic medications.
Promoters (high influence / high interest)
In my opinion, there is may only be two groups with a high interest in this area and high influence:

· Public Mental Health Administrators (many appear against this)
· American Psychiatric Association (may be moving to be in favor of this with Integration movement)

Defenders (low influence / high interest)
Highly interested in scope of practice being expanded

This group would like scope of practice to be expanded, but has limited influence:

· Patients

· Family members of people with SMI

· Community mental health clinic non-prescribers (SW, RN, HW)

· Funders (health care foundations)

· Mental Health Services Researchers

· Pharmaceutical Industry.  This group is interested for two reasons: 1) to manage metabolic side effects could keep them still selling these medications; 2) to sell the medications to treat the side effects.  I wonder if they might be able to be convinced to support this issue.

Highly interested in scope of practice NOT being expanded

I have talked to many psychiatrists who are understandably resistant to an expanded scope of practice because of lack of training.  However, many newly trained psychiatrists are more open to the idea.  I think nurse practitioners might not want psychiatrists to do this because this might threaten their job security in community mental health clinics.

· Psychiatrists

· Nurse practitioners

Latents (high influence / low interest)
To my knowledge, there are a few groups with a great deal of influence, but are not particularly interested in expanding the scope of practice of community psychiatrists):

· Government officials (Legislators, Executives; Congressional Research Office)
· Public Health Administrators 

· Payers (Medicaid)

· Think Tanks (not sure any are particularly interested in this)
· Media

Apathetics (low influence / low interest)
These different stakeholder groups do not have much influence or interest in this area.  The only group that might be more interested are primary care providers who might be interested in the idea (add to the workforce) or against it (threaten turf)

· Community members

· Primary Care Providers

· Law enforcement

· Clergy

· Business

