Qualitative Methods, Dominika Seidman
Research question: What are family planning providers’ attitudes towards providing pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) for HIV prevention to women at family planning clinics in Kenya?
Significance: The WHO recently called for integration of PrEP into family planning care as a means of increasing women’s access to HIV prevention methods, but family planning providers may not see PrEP provision as within their scope of work or may have other attitudes that pose barriers to implementation.
Approach: A combination of focus groups and follow-up in-depth key informant interviews will be conducted with family planning providers, health educators and clinic administrators.  A grounded theory approach will be used to generate themes related to roles and responsibilities of family planning providers in HIV prevention work, specifically PrEP provision.  The following themes will be explored:
Attitudes towards PrEP
· Who are “at-risk” women?
· Who should take PrEP?
· Does PrEP affect high-risk behavior?
· Can women take a pill every day to prevent HIV infection?
· Will women want to come to family planning clinics for PrEP?
Attitudes towards PrEP provision at family planning clinics
· Is HIV prevention part of family planning care? 
· Is PrEP provision part of family planning care?
· Where should women access PrEP?
· How might PrEP provision fit well into clinic flow, and what might be barriers to implementation? 
· What are reasons for and against family planning providers learning how to provide PrEP?
Subjects/sites: FACES is a large NGO in Kenya that supports over 100 public sector clinics focusing on HIV, maternal-child-health and family planning. I will conduct interviews with family planning providers at Maternal-Child-Health / Family Planning Clinics.  Subjects will include physicians, nurses and midwives. In addition, decision-makers within public health departments will be interviewed regarding their perceptions of prevention options, capabilities of providers, and willingness to support training for integration of PrEP into family planning care. 


Anticipated challenges:
1) PrEP was just this week recommended by the WHO to be available world-wide, but it is not yet available outside of the research setting in sub-Saharan Africa (and the vast majority of the world). I’m struggling with how to deal with the fact that some providers will be very familiar with PrEP  (FACES was a site for many of the PrEP trials) while others may have never heard of it and therefore the entire conversation could be focused on what is PrEP.
2) I’m interested in incorporating a knowledge component via anonymous survey in this study, but don’t want to alienate subjects by “quizzing” them. 
3) [bookmark: _GoBack]I’m worried about getting honest and realistic appraisal of implementation challenges. Everyone in theory wants to end HIV, but actually implementing PrEP is a huge task.
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