Homework 6: Qualitative Interview Guide

The Appropriate Anticoagulation use in AF (AAA) intervention addresses the inaccuracy of estimation of stroke and bleeding risks of atrial fibrillation (AF) patients by physicians and aims to improve appropriate use of oral anticoagulation (OAC) for stroke prevention in these patients. The following interview guide is designed with the goal to help us understand how the AAA intervention will change prescription practices of OAC in AF patients. I had analyzed the problem of underprescription of OAC in AF patients using the COM-B framework, and I will use this framework to guide the development of the interview questions. 


Capability

What factors do you consider in the decision-making process of prescribing OAC to a patient with AF? 

This question aims at evaluating the effect of the intervention on the knowledge about correct assessment of stroke and bleeding risk in AF patients and should tell us about the quality and sustainability of the educational part of the intervention, which is reflected by the physician’s ability to correctly take into account and weight the risk factors for stroke and bleeding in the decision-making process of prescribing OAC

Opportunity

What helps you or has helped you to better estimate stroke and bleeding risk in AF patients? 

This question aims at understanding what components of the intervention were helpful to the physicians and revealing whether other factors (that were not specifically addressed with the intervention) had an effect on optimizing the physician’s own perceived ability to evaluate stroke and bleeding risk in AF patients.

Motivation

OAC is frequently underprescribed in AF patients. What problems or adverse events do you think might be associated with inappropriate prescription of OAC in AF patients? Please order your answers according to the importance of the problem (most important problem first). 

With this question, I aim to investigate whether the intervention influenced how the physicians perceive the importance (and its extent) of appropriate prescription of OAC, which in turn should motivate the physicians to provide best care and reduce adverse outcomes in patients with AF in order to prevent these problems associated with inappropriate OAC use.
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