Use the following scale:
≥9 –  A+

8 –    A

7 –    A-

6 –    B+

4-5 – B

1-3 – B-

≤0 – Not pass

Start at 7, A-.  Adjust according to characteristics listed below; round to an integer using tie-breakers if needed.  Multiple instances of the same or similar item would usually only count once.

Major plusses, about +1 (depending on degree of outstandingness)

1. Unusually insightful interpretation of the statistical results, especially if sensibly synthesizing biological knowledge.

2. Recognition of subtle but important possible limitations or biases.

3. Exploration of alternative approaches, with excellent assessment of what differences or agreements show.

Minor plusses, about +0.5
4. Provided clear interpretation of results.
5. Exceptionally clear, informative graphs, figures or tables.

6. Good justification for choice of algorithm(s) used.

Tie-breakers (good)
7. Clear writing.

8. Helpful re-scaling, transformations or categorization of variable(s).

Tie-breakers (bad)

9. Poor writing.

10. No indication of what summaries are in tables (e.g., mean or median).

Minor problems, about -0.5

11. Important assertions that are not supported by any results or details.  For example, “the effect of age was linear” or “the model shown in Table 2 fit the best”, without any indication of how these issues were assessed and what was found.

12. Poor choice of algorithm – e.g. neural networks when dataset is very small.
13. Inappropriate graphics/tables used for informing about the research question/objective.

Major problems, about -1

14. Poorly specified research question or research objective.
Severe problems, -2 or more

15. Inappropriate use of methods – e.g. applying linear regression to binary data or using classification methods when there is no class outcome of interest to be predicted.
16. The main questions or issues don’t make sense or can’t be discerned.

17. Conclusions that contradict the results of the analyses.

Late penalties

1-3 calendar days late: penalty of 1 subgrade (e.g., an A becomes an A-, B- becomes Not Pass)
4-5 calendar days: penalty of 2 (e.g., an A becomes a B+, B becomes Not Pass)
6-7 calendar days: penalty of 3 (e.g., an A becomes a B, B+ becomes Not Pass)
