Expected Cost

T (cost of test)

O No treat, no test!

%

Test

The probability of

disease is so low that the
expected benefit (P x B) of
identifying the disease is
outweighed by the cost T

of the test.

No treat-test
threshold

Treat based on test results!
The expected benefit of following the test result
is greater than the cost T of the test.

Treat, no test!

The expected benefit C x (1 -P) of
identifying non-disease is out-
weighed by the cost T of the test.

No test-treat
threshold

Probability of Disease

T (cost of test)





